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Rebuilding lives, one extraordinary woman at a time.

Lives Transformed & Dreams Come True
Each woman who comes to Jubilee brings her unique background and dreams. We
welcome her where she is, help her see the possibilities, and walk with her on the
journey until she can do it on her own. The path is paved with her aspirations. For
some it’s a lifelong dream and for others, new goals synthesized at Jubilee. Either
way, it’s an investment with long-term returns. Meet two of these Jubilee women...
Isatou Jallow - Attorney
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Isa came to Jubilee in 2013, an
immigrant from Gambia whose
disability—a leg deformation—had
created insurmountable barriers to
success in her homeland, despite
her extensive education.
Isa dreamed of becoming a lawyer to
advocate for disability and women’s
rights. She came to the U.S. to
pursue her dream. In Seattle she had
surgery on her deformed leg and
was fit with a prosthetic—enabling
her to move forward with her life.
Isa lived at Jubilee for two years
after the surgery, giving her an
affordable and supportive place
to recover, find a job, apply to law
schools, and seek scholarships.
Isa graduated from the UW School
of Law in December 2016 and is already serving the
community through women’s advocacy programs while
preparing for the bar exam. She was also recently
featured in NW Lawyer magazine.
Susan McGregor - Entrepreneur
Susan came to Jubilee in 2011 after the loss of a job
and failing health left her without a financial safety net.
Days from being back on the streets as she was early
in life, Susan moved in and juggled college classes with
cancer treatment. She moved out on her own in 2016 but
continued as an alum with Jubilee’s Chrysalis Project, a
social purpose program designed to help women develop
basic business skills and subsidize their income.

As part of the program, participants create and sell a
product at local markets. Susan had a vision for a “cuff
wallet,” a pocket in a knit wristband that offered a solution
to the problem of where to safely keep a credit card, cash,
bus pass, or key when not carrying a handbag.
Shy by nature with no previous crafting experience, Susan
was determined to turn her vision to reality. She took
sewing classes, worked through product refinements, and
practiced sales skills. In December, Susan sold 165 cuff
wallets—and made enough money for a plane ticket to see
her grandson. Another dream come true.
Read more Jubilee success stories at jwcenter.org/news.

Jubilee by the Numbers
76 women received affordable housing,

holistic care management, learning opportunities,
and basics in Jubilee’s residential program.

2,500

homeless and low-income
Nearly
women received community referrals, shopped
for free clothes, and took classes.

90% of departing residents moved into
independent housing.

88% of residents who could increase their
income did so.
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Reflections
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As we begin this new year, I’m apprehensive about the changing
political climate and policies that impact the women we serve,
especially the push for people experiencing poverty to “just get a job,”
without regard for their complex situations.
While I agree getting a job is an ideal solution, there are numerous circumstances that can prevent
this. Jubilee serves many women who have been victims of domestic violence; when they leave
that relationship, they are deeply wounded and need to
heal. About half of our clients are women of color who
“What sets Jubilee apart is...
experience disproportionate barriers to employment.
Other residents are stigmatized because they are
time, a holistic approach,
transgender, have criminal records, or struggled
and community living...”
with addiction. Then there are the women who have
experienced severe trauma, like losing family in the Oso
landslide or being a victim of human trafficking. As you can see, there is a real need for support for
many women to “just get a job.”
What sets Jubilee apart is a program that combines time, a holistic approach, and community living
to help women stabilize and make sustainable life changes:
• Time: Many shelters provide safety and warmth for a short time. The difference with Jubilee is
women stay in our housing, on average, 22 months. Recovering from trauma, learning new skills,
and rebuilding confidence doesn’t happen overnight—it takes time to heal and change.
• Holistic Approach: Homelessness is generally the result of complex issues. Jubilee provides care
management, classes, and other activities that address 10 key aspects of successful living. Each of
our clients assesses her strengths and challenges and makes a personal roadmap for growth.
• Community Living: Every Jubilee resident enjoys a private room, but other areas are shared. While
living in community can be challenging (imagine having 26 housemates!) our residents learn how to
navigate and appreciate diverse personalities, cultures, and backgrounds.
The bottom line: Jubilee is needed now more than ever. Thank you for your continued support!
Cheryl Sesnon, Executive Director

The mission of Jubilee Women’s Center is
to support women experiencing poverty
to build stable and fulfilling futures, one
extraordinary woman at a time.
Led by the guiding principle that women
of all races and cultures are to be treated
with respect and dignity, Jubilee provides
programs and services that empower
women to make positive life changes.

Main Office
620 18th Avenue E
Seattle, WA 98112
206.324.1244
info@jwcenter.org

Sojourner Place
5071 8th Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98105
206.545.4200

Staff

Board of Directors

Cheryl Sesnon, Executive Director
Norma Addis, Donor & Data Manager
Dannette Allen, Care Manager
Anita (Cech) Wilkins, Marketing & Outreach Manager
Jozy Gessner, Employment Specialist & Care Manager
Nathan Gifford, Facilities Coordinator
Tanya Marceau, Education & Outreach Coordinator,
AmeriCorps Volunteer
Francoise Maxie, Finance Manager
Angie Muthee, Senior Development Manager
Carol Rozumalski, Occupancy Administrator &
Care Manager
Marti Spicer, Projects Coordinator, Companis
Chrysta Storm, Program & Administrative Coordinator
Jessica Taylor, SP, Resident Care Administrator &
Care Manager
Naomi Von Dinklage, Volunteer Services Manager

Molly Hancock, President, FareStart
Joe Krukowski, Vice President, Waste Management
Jennifer Hall, Treasurer, Sisters of Providence
Mary Beth Gemperle, Secretary, Community Volunteer
Annette Smith, Student & Alumna
Chero Chuma, CSJP, Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace
Judith Desmarais, SP, Sisters of Providence
Celeste Diama-Wright, Sisters of Providence
Georgene Karambelas, Community Volunteer
Sean Maygra, BDO Financial Group
Shari McClure, Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
Nancy O’Brien, Community Volunteer
Kate Opatz, Montana & Nacho Borracho
Cara Velez, Banner Bank
Ruth Verhoff, Lion Fish 1
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Boutique Volunteers Have Special Flair
It is Tuesday morning at Jubilee’s boutique and
smiling volunteers are busy setting out fresh-brewed
coffee and pastries donated by Tully’s, arranging
baskets of accessories and toiletries, and restocking
racks with beautiful, high-quality, donated clothing and
shoes in preparation for the the first clients at 10 a.m.
It will be a busy day. Tuesday always is.
Jubilee’s boutique has become a vital resource for
nearly 700 low-income women each year. Clients come
from near and far to shop for everyday pieces, work
wardrobes, church dresses, and more—all free.

“I often hear from shoppers that
what they love most about
the boutique is the volunteers.”
But it’s the “Tuesday Team” of volunteers who make
these shopping experiences extra special.
Betsy, Dianne, Stephanie, Kathy, and Liz have been
volunteering together for years, and nearly every
Tuesday they are the faces of Jubilee who greet each
client. The women they serve—with dignity, respect,
and kindness—come from difficult circumstances.

Taking it to the Stage
Jubilee is honored to be a part
of The Seattle Repertory
Theatre’s new Public Works
Seattle initiative, a city-wide
effort to not only make theatre
for our community, but also
with our community.
Public Works Seattle engages people from every
walk of life to participate in workshops, attend plays,
and ultimately come together to create a large-scale
production in September 2017, with 100+ participants
from Jubilee, Boys & Girls Clubs of King County, Path
with Art, Centerstone, and Sound Generations.
Seattle Rep staff work with Jubilee residents and alumni
at monthly, on-site acting classes that explore improv,
the spoken word, musical theatre, and Shakespeare.
Participants also take field trips to the Rep where they
enjoy dinner, see a play, and discuss the performance.
More at seattlerep.org/publicworks or anita@jwcenter.org.

Most are experiencing homelessness or have been
homeless. But that doesn’t matter here. The volunteers
learn their clients’ names, sizes, the styles they like, and
even their stories. Visitors leave with two full bags of
clothing, a boost of confidence, and warm wishes.
Volunteer manager Naomi Von Dinklage says she often
hears from shoppers that what they love most about the
boutique is the volunteers. “They work really well as a
team to find the perfect items for each woman—with a
personal touch,” says Naomi. The volunteers will tell you
it’s rewarding for them too. “These women have lived
hard lives,” says Betsy. “They are such an inspiration.”
Other volunteers also help regularly in the boutique with
sorting, steaming, and stocking. (Thank you Alisha,
Domini, Joanne, Rebecca, Teresita, and Vicki!)
Learn more about volunteering, donating women’s
clothes, or making a boutique appointment at
206.324.1244, info@jwcenter.org, or jwcenter.org.

Chrysalis Project Returns
December marked the successful
conclusion of the The Chrysalis
Project pilot program. In March
2017, the program will open with
limited space to all qualifying lowincome women in the community.
Learn more at jwcenter.org/ourprograms/the-chrysalis-project/ or
206.442.2951. Application required.

Jubilee’s Associate Board is hosting
a benefit art show. Please join us!
When: Sunday, Feb 12, 2-6 p.m.
Where: Generations, 507 E Mercer,
Seattle 98102
More info at jwcenter.org and
facebook.com/JWCenter.
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Get to Know Us, Get Involved
Volunteer
• Prepare a community meal with friends or colleagues
• Help out in the office or boutique
• Join other young professionals on the Associate Board
Contact:
volunteer@jwcenter.org, 206.957.5512
or jwcenter.org/get-involved/volunteer

Donate
•
•
•
•

Bring us your quality women’s clothing, shoes, jewelry
Host a drive for high-needs items from our wish list
Make a financial contribution of any size
Donate your vehicle through donatingiseasy.org

Join us for a “Night Out on the Square” to support Jubilee
Contact:
women in their work to rise above poverty. There is something for
donations@jwcenter.org, 206.957.4392
everyone at this unique event: games for prizes, raffle drawing,
or jwcenter.org/get-involved/donate
silent and live auctions, plus a fun dinner format with chef
stations and food bars, along with local beer and wine.
When: Friday, March 3, 2017
Connect
Where: AXIS Pioneer Square
• Website: jwcenter.org
Tickets: brownpapertickets.com/event/2729907
• Facebook: JWCenter
Details: jwcenter.org/get-involved/events/, 			
• Twitter: @JubileeSeattle
		
206.442.2951 or events@jwcenter.org

